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Thurſday, March, 21. 1706. 


Have been long Pleading againſt Zng- 
I liſh Cruelty, and ori our Ma- 

ſters, the Members of Parliament, to 
ſhow ſome Compaſſion to the Misfortunes 
of the Miſerable And when I un- 
dertook it firſt, 1 thought my ſelf very 
much in the right, and that, when urg' 
Humanity among Chriſtians one to another, 
I acted the Chriftizn part, which conſifts 
not in Biting and Devouring one atiother. 

1 had Reaſons from Scripture ; the Du- 
ry of Tenderneſs and Compathon tos our 
F-l!ow Creatures being there maviſcſt, 
ant to Debtors in particular. 

{ had Reaſons from Humane Policy, 
and Sedate Confideration of common Ad- 
vantages, drawn from that Poſhbility, that 
thoſe who naw ſtand, and may ſometime or 
o:her happen to fall and fink, under the 


Trade, which oblig'd P-ople to conlider, 
that in a Time of publick Ns to 
Buſineſs, Men's Bottoms would be try'd, 


. and the Infirm would fall of Courſe ; that 


by numerous Lofles, thuſe that were today 
Creditors to Bankrupts, to morrow became 
Debtors and Bankrupts, and ftood in Need 
of the ſame Mercy, they denied to their 
Neighbours. Rs 
n 


And I had Reaſons from the Difference 
the Law ought to make b-tween the uns 
happy, and the unhappily fraudulent con- 
triving Knave z- between the deceiving 
Baokrupt, and the deceiv'd Bankrupt; be- 
tween him , that by his Fall pulls down his 
uawary Neighbour, and that unwary 
Wretch, that is pull'd down. But 
to make no. Diftin&tion of this Sorr, would 
be to hang the Traveller with the High- 
way-Man. 

Theſe and many more were the Reaſons, 
why I have ftrenuouſly argued, and per- 
haps got incefteGualiy, for fome Law, that 
might prevent theſe lnundations in Trade, 
theſe Invaſions of honeſt Men, and theſe 
Farthquakes chat over-throw Mountains in 
our N2goce. 

Nay, ſometimes IT was apt to Suggeſt 
the following Iniignilicanc Trittes, vitz- 
That a Priſon paid no Debts ; That the 
more a Bankrupt ſpent, the leſs he had 
left; and that the leſs he had, the leſs, the 
Creditors would have at laſt ; That he 
that had nothing to Pay, could pay nov- 
thing; and that to keep Men in Perpetual 
Priſon for Dzbt, was Murtaering Men by 
Liw; and the like. 

But as the Muſcovites learn to fight by 
being beaten by the Swedes, and perhaps 
in time will be Gainers by all che Lofles, 
and pay their Teachers home for all their 
Inſtruction ; And as every wiſe Man 
Kacreaſes in Wiſdom, by adding Experi- 
ence to his Underftanding ; f»,S-ntlemen, 
give me leave, 414 Peniten, to inform you, 
how I come to b2 made much wiſer than I 
was betore, and to be better inftrufted, 
than when I firſt undertook the Debate ; 
for I efteem it no Diſhonour to acknow- 
ledge my {clt convinc'd, whea I have heen 
before in an Ercor. 

Waat tho” 1 was not 2t the General C:l- 
lico-Club at Stinn:rs Ha.!, to hear the wiſe 
Reaſons given there, by rthute valt In- 
provyers of the Woollen Manufattures, the 
Linnen-Draners, Callico-Priaters, and, — 
And ſo mils'd of thate cogent Reaſ-:ns, that 
prevail 'd with f-ns other Gentlemen to 
break their Words, and after having pro- 
mzied upon their H2nvar to forsard their 


— 


(198). 


Bill, become profeſt Oppoſers of it, —— 
I hope, I may be as well convinc'd by theic 
Reaſons, tho'I did not hear them, as they 
that did hear them, and did not under- 
ſtand them, ; 

What tho' I have no particular Debtor, 
who I have ſqueez'd too hard, and that | 
have got more from chaa all the reft of his 
Creditors, which if this A paſſes,' I muſt 
refund, | hope, I may as well juftifie my 
being againft the Bill with no reaſon, as 
Mr.G.-.. B... can, fora Reaſon he is 
aſham'd to tell. V 

| cannot therefore cloſe theſe SubjeRts, 
without letting you hear ſome of, thoſe 
more weighty Reaſons, the Oppoſers of 
this Bill have furcify'd themſelves with, 
which had 1 had the Happineſs to have 
known ſvoner, perhaps I migli;t have beeg 
of the ſame Mind with Mr. r and 
others z and I cannot but l>men: my long 
Ignorance in this Matter, and wound-:r theſe 


Geotlemen ſhould not chink it worth their 


while to inlighten me ſvoner, and make me 
as wiſe as themſelves, in che following 
Particulars. . 

1 That Bankrupts and Infolvents grow 
Rich by lyiog in Priſon, and are frequent- 
ly enabled by the Confinemeat of a '3aol 
to Pay tleir Debrs; for chat this being an 
Age, parcicularly Compaſhonate to the 
Miſerable, Friends and Relations often. 
raiſe Funds for delivering them, and not - 
only Pay their Dehts, bur leave'them 
Rich, very Rich when it is done. 

What, tho' ſometimes here and there 
a few are Stary'd, and Periſh with Want 
and Miſery, ia Newgate, the Flzet, Qu:en's* 
B-nco and Rules, their Number is incons 
f1derable, and put all together, they can- 
not prove, that above 500 Families have 
been Scarv'd ſo, for almot a WHOLE 
YEAR Whercas thi: Number that 
daily are deliver'd, by the Generolity of 
Mankird, is hardly to he reckon'd up. 

2. That the Great Outcry, of the Cru- 
elty of Creditors, is a Scare Crow, a meer 
Ramwh:al and Bloody-Bones, a Priapus, (et 
un to fright Fools, and Amule the-Worll ; 
the thing is quite contrary, and when- 
ever Debtors are Honeſt, and will but _ 


aNOTH] to the 
lief of chem and their Families, and. this 
js ſo frequent, that there are ucqueſtion'd 
Inſtances of ir, particularly.ia the Linnen- 
Draper in Covent-Gardex,. about which, a 
certain Gentleman=——told ſome forg'd 
Stories at the Bar of the Houſe of Lords 
— ' theſe Gentlemen bave us'd 
that poor Man (o tenderly, that havjag 
got all he has in the . World, and difpos'd 


of it moſt Compaſhonately, at abour 'talt- 


the Value, Charitably turn'd lim and his 
Wife out of Doots, and ot left him a 
ang Hg buy Bread ; they G:nerouſly 
now offer him his Liherty, and the Hu- 
nour of a: Journev-man's Otfice, if he wiil 
but quir his Hopes of Ten Pound a Year, 
chat is not yet io his Pcſſeſfion, nor ne- 
ver may be. 

However, as the Compaſſions of theſe 
Gentlemen require a larger Deſcription, 
in order to Confute the Allegations ot 
thoſe, that Cry out of Croaelty ; there is 
a large Hiftory, of che ſeveral! R=marka- 
ble- Inftances, of the Mercy of Creditors 
in England, preparing for the P-<cfs, in 
which thoſe Perfons, now Scondaliz'd that 
way, may be Vindicated, 4s fur as Marter 
of Fa will do is, from thele ſort of Aſ- 
pertions, particularly of a certain lender 
Hearted Gentleman-Creditor to his own 
Father, two or three Compaſhonate Bro- 
thers, and ſome. other dec-ot Examples to 
Clear the Nation cf this Scandal. 

2+ Another mighty convincing Argu- 


mert alledg'd againſt this Bill, aad which. 


had I known ſooner, aps might have 
chang'd my Opinion, Perdegs Clandeftine 
Cuntrivance of it, and its being carricd, 
as they ſay in Hug ger-Mugger, by the Peo- 
ple concern'd, and by my ſelf in particu- 
lar ; what tho" it was always Printed in tbe 
Votes ; what tho” it was the firſt Bill read, 
and the laft Bill. paſt is the Houſe of Com- 
monsz whattho* this Peper treated and ar- 


gued upon it for a Momb togerber, Linnen. Reckoniogys are kept the ſame way 3 f;tho® | 


co 
make great Noiſe about 
deat the Exchange Abey Krnie-Drums ſo 
loud, when they bave occahon to make 
R_ roo fall, nn _ 
not z.nor are ft g'd to di-' 
vert their ſerious Thoughts to the imper- 
tinent Drudgery of reading Votes and Xe- 
views, which when they bave read, they are 
nos always the wiſer for; they are Gentle- 
men ſo conhderable in Trade, that they 
ought to have had Notice ſeat them, of 
whar was a doing in theſe Matters, and 
the two Houſes could do leſs than ſrud 
them Advice of the Proceedings; and no 
doubt but it was in the Sence of this 
Grandeur of their Party, that when the 
Huaſe of Lords order'd the Merchants to 
attend, to give their Opinion in this Bill, 
"rwas taken ſv ill by theſe Gz:ntlemen; that 
hy Sms Lordihips were only attended - 
by lome of the Drapers Fourney- men, and 
the very Mub of their Trade. — And it 
ought to be recorded tv the Dignity a 
Reputation of the Drapers ; cither to e 
that their Maſters thuvyght it below them 
to waic upon their Lurdjhips, or that the 
Journey-men could ſpeak more to the 
Purpoſe than the Mafters. 

4-Another topping Argument againſt this 
Bill, and which, had 1 been beter p — & 
of, 1 might prongs have been of their 
Mind in, is, 34s it & not the Sence of the. 
Ciry ; this r«< quires, 1 conf:(s, ſome Examiv 
nation, and by a New way of Drapers 
Arichmetick, may be true for ought 1 kaow; . 
there are Secrets in Nature, that are not 
alwrys to be Acriv'd to, in the Common 
Methods of Demonſtration ; ſome Lane 
guages, you know, are Wroce from the 
Right” Hand to the Lefr, as fome others 
are, from left Hand to right z ſome Folks 
Prayers are ſaid backward, others forward, 
and ſome are not ſaid at all . 
Now as we are not ſure by our 


Common K1owledge , that all 
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